Background: Haemorrhagic and ischemic stroke is the second most common cause of death worldwide, with more than 10 million cases each year 1 . Hypertension, diabetes mellitus, smoking, hyperlipidemia, and aging are the most common risk factors of this cerebrovascular disease
. Mortality and disability increase with the complications experienced during the early phase of stroke, such as infection, seizures, and thromboembolism 3 . The intensive care unit (ICU) is the most appropriate treatment environment for stroke patient care in developing countries 4 . Aims: The aims of this study were to determine the ICU and in-hospital mortality of ischemic stroke patients admitted to the ICU within 24 hours of hospitalization, and the factors that determine and affect the outcomes of ischemic stroke to predict patients requiring early ICU admission. Methods: This is a retrospective study looking at the data of patients admitted to the intensive care unit in Sultan Qaboos University Hospital (SQUH) with an ischemic stroke diagnosis within 24 hours of hospitalization from 1 st January 2013 to 31 th December 2017. Results: There were 37 patients admitted to the ICU immediately from the emergency department because of ischemic stroke during the study period. There were 14 patients who died in the ICU, 2 died in-hospital after discharge from ICU, and the others were discharged from hospital ( Mortality of ischemic stroke patients admitted to the intensive care unit Al-Busaidi et al.
patients, 18.9% had other cerebral infarction, 10.8% had brain stem infarction, and the same proportion of patients had lacunar infarction, and the rest showed no abnormality. The two main reasons for admission to ICU were coma (73.0%) and neurological monitoring post-thrombolysis (24.3%). The rest were admitted because of respiratory failure. In ICU, 48.6% received intravenous thrombolysis and the majority of patients were discharged. Others were out of the therapeutic window and had a high chance of haemorrhagic transformation.
Patients developed complications after ICU admission as shown in Figure 1 . 
